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Sunshine Law: The Dumont Shade Tree Commission has complied with the open public meeting act, 

having sent notice to The Record, Ridgewood News and filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the 

Borough’s Official Bulletin Board. 

Meeting was called to order by President Ray Slaman at 7:44 p.m. Other 
commissioners present were Tom Fisichella, Larry Tobias, Abbie Slaman, Sally 

Tayeb. Absent: Ryan Metz, Rafael Riquelme. 
 
It was REGULARLY MOVED, SECONDED AND CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY to 

approve the minutes of the November 19, 2012 meeting. 
 
There was a reminder about the town luncheon on Dec. 20th. Discussion about 

the lunch we like to send to DPW in appreciation — will try to do in the New 
Year. 

 
Changes in commissioners and new members — resignation tendered by Rafael 
Riquelme due to his election to the Borough Council was accepted. We are 

searching for new commissioner/members. 
 

Regular Business 
1) Tree Maintenance — Tom Fisichella 

a) Post Sandy: 62 trees removed, 6 trims 

b) Compare to 10/31/11: 92 trees removed, 63 trims 
c) Compare to 3/13/10: 47 trees removed 
d) Quarterly review report forthcoming next meeting. (Sally advised that 

Annual report will be due in January 2013 to Todd Wyckoff, NJ Forestry) 
e) Commissioners received and reviewed proposed doorhanger design which 

will be left with homeowners when we respond to complaints. 
2) I-Tree — Larry Tobias 

a) Reviewing our worksheets to make sure data fits I-tree’s format 

b) Looking into iPhone app for recording data while doing surveys 
c) Calculating benefits to community of the oak trees proposed to be 

removed for the street widening project on Depew, so that DSTC can 
make recommendations, such as replace multiple trees for each one that 
comes down. 

d) Inquiry from doctoral candidate at Cornell University re: our tree 
inventory. 

3) Adopt-A-Tree — Ray Slaman 

a) 32 trees were planted in the Fall of 2012. 
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b) New variety is a Lilac Tree. 
4) Friends of the Shade Tree (Arboretum) — Ryan Metz, no report. 

5) Community outreach and education/communication 
a) Community event: Jan. 21st, 7:30-8:30 — After SANDY: 

Trees, Sustainability, and your Back Yard 
i) Discussed location, refreshments, possible speakers, publicity 
ii) Program outline will be developed before the next meeting 

6) Town Council Ordinance — future consideration 
1. Penalty Schedule for unauthorized removal/damage of borough 

property (trees) 

2. other issues on public/private trees 
7) New Business:  

Arboretum plans revealed to great rejoicing. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:07 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Abbie Slaman 

Secretary pro tempore 
 


